
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
We are called to gather around the sacred story and table of Christ  

where all are invited to be fed and everyone’s story matters. 
 

“All Guests who present themselves are to be welcomed as Christ.” 
The Rule of St. Benedict 

 
 

 
 

The Second Sunday of Lent 
Liturgy of the Word and Table 
March 5, 2023, 8:00 AM,  Rite II 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.. 
People  His mercy endures forever. 
Celebrant 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have 
gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and 
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your 
Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, for ever and for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson   Genesis 12:1-4a 
 

Lector: A Reading from the Book of Genesis 
 

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I 
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 121 
 

Lector: Let us read Psalm 121 responsively. 
 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
from where is my help to come? 
 
2 My help comes from the Lord, * 
the maker of heaven and earth. 
 
3 He will not let your foot be moved * 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
 
4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
 
5 The Lord himself watches over you; * 
the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 
 
6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
nor the moon by night. 
 
7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 
it is he who shall keep you safe. 
 
8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 
from this time forth for evermore. 
 
 
The Second Lesson Romans: 4:1-5, 13-17 

 
Lector: A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans. 
 

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the 
flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, 
but not before God. For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, 
and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are 
not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who without works trusts 
him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
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For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to 
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 
For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
 
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace 
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but 
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it 
is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the 
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the 
things that do not exist. 
 
 
Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Gospel  John 3:1-17 
 
Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from 
God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 
Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 
without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be 
born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb 
and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh 
is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.  
 
Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where 
it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are 
you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
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“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have 
seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things 
and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 
No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the 
Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 

Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 
Celebrant    The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon 
 
The Reverend Barbara A.T. Wilson 
 
 
 
The Nicene Creed  
 

 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and of all that is, seen and unseen; 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God of God, Light of Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one being with the Father; 
    Through him all things were made; 
    For us men and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven, 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
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He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man; 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
    he suffered death and was buried; 
    On the third day he rose again 
In  accordance with the Scriptures, 
    he ascended into heaven, 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
    He will come again in glory, 
        to judge the living and the dead; 
    and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, and giver of Life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and Son he is worshiped 
        and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins; 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 
 

Prayers of the People 
 
Intercessor Christ, who is the healing salve for the world: You welcomed 

children and blessed them.  We pray for children in our world 
who experience no such welcome: refugees from violence-riven 
countries; victims of adult exploitation; pressed into the violence 
of adult wars. 

People May we give comfort and support to those who have been 
robbed of their childhood by the relentless drive of human 
hatred and greed. 

 
Intercessor You were moved to tears by the needs of others:  so we pray for 

victims of injustice and prejudice, those taunted, despised or 
slandered simply because of the color of their skin, their 
sexuality, their social standing or simply their outward 
appearance. 
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People May we be willing to celebrate differences and support those 
who have been robbed of dignity. 

 

Intercessor You restored to health, those who were sick: so we pray for loved 
ones who are ill at this time;  all those in pain; those without hope 
of recovery; those distressed in mind;  those held prisoner by 
unseen chains of hopelessness; those who grieve and cannot let go.  
We pray especially for Linda, Karlyn, Gail, Kenneth, Donald, 
Arthur, Jennifer, Dorothy, Margaret, Colleen, Edward, John, Alice, 
Chris, Bill, Ruth, Celeste, Amy, Clark, Doug, Duane, Bob and 
Sharon, John and Josh, John, Eileen, Avery, Debbie, and Susan W. 

People May we, acting in your name, offer comfort to those who have 
been deprived of peace and who are longing for your presence. 

 

Intercessor You call us to abandon violence even in the midst of violence, and 
to follow the way of peace.  Help us put an end to gun violence in 
our neighborhoods. May we refrain from the use of hostile words 
or tone of voice in what we say to one another in haste and anger; 
in the demeaning of friends behind their backs; in naming others 
by our stereotypes and prejudice. 

People Christ, you stood silent before unjust accusations, forgive our 
quick tongues and ugly words.  Teach us your grace in speaking 
with others and about others.  Help us to put away our weapons. 

 

Intercessor You challenged the structural inequalities of your time.  In our 
time, unjust economic order still exists—maintained to benefit 
only a few.   

People May we move from lethargy to action as we seek change by 
rejecting injustice as though it were a normal part of life and 
with determination, work for the common good. 

 

Intercessor You called disciples to follow and learn from your words and 
example, which strives now to be your Church in the world 
working through the power of your Holy Spirit to bring about 
your healing, peace and justice in this world. 

People Bless our Presiding Bishop  Michael, our own Bishop, Paula, our 
priest, Barbara,  and all other ministers of your Word and 
sacraments.  For our companion Dioceses of Southeastern 
Mexico in the Anglican Church of Mexico, and for Episcopal and 
Anglican churches in Congo, Central America, Haiti, Jerusalem, 
the Middle East, and Mozambique; Bless and unify your broken 
Church in the world and in our nation  
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Celebrant  
Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your 
Son: Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor 
as we deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
Confession of Sin 
 
Celebrant 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your 
will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Celebrant 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

We stand for the pronouncement of the Peace 
 

The Peace 
 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
 

Then we greet one another saying, “May the peace of Christ be yours.” 
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The Holy Communion 
The Offertory  

 
 "This is what the Lord asks of you and only this, that you act justly,  

love tenderly and walk humbly with your God." (Micah 6:6-8) 
 
 

Eucharistic Prayer A 
  
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth. 
 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did 
not sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer 
for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose again. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever  sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 

 
 

 
Celebrant and People 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 

The people stand or kneel. 
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Celebrant 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
Celebrant 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints  into the 
joy of your eternal kingdom. 
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. AMEN. 
 
 
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to 

say,  
 
 
In Unison 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who have sinned against us.  Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Celebrant  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 

Silence is observed after the bread is broken 
 

Celebrant 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
 
 
Anyone seeking a closer relationship with God through Christ Jesus is welcome to come 
forward to share the bread, in the form of a small wafer, and the wine.  The wine is 
available to you in the common cup where you may take a sip or dip your wafer in 
(“intinct”) to receive the Blood of Christ.  Alternatively, if you prefer, there are small 
individual serving cups of consecrated wine to the left of the altar for you. Please know 
that Holy Communion is given in full by reception of the wafer of bread alone. 
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Prayer after Communion  
 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the 
Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  
 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love 
and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Blessing 
 
Celebrant May the blessing of God--Father, Son, and Holy Spirit--be upon 

you and give you peace. 
People  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SPECIAL PRAYERS 
 
For Birthdays 
Dear God, our times are ever in your loving hands:  Encourage and bless your 
beloved people as they begin another year, especially Jane Nenonen. Help them 
to grow in wisdom and grace and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the 
days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
For Wedding Anniversaries 
Gracious Creator: You blessed the marriage of these two people with your love 
years ago.  Amid the joys and struggles of their life you have preserved and 
strengthened the covenant between them; bless and renew that covenant now, 
increase your love in them, and strengthen their bond of peace, so that 
surrounded by their children, family and friends, they may always rejoice in the 
gift of their love for one another and for your enduring love that blesses their 
days together. This we ask through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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For Travelers  
O God, whose beauty and loving intention fills all of Creation, and whose 
presence we find wherever we go: Keep _________safe as they travel, may they 
be aware that your love surrounds them always.  Protect them from all danger; 
bring them safely home again; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

Dismissal 
 

Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  

 
 
 
 

 
Today’s Ministers 

 

St. Paul’s Sunday Morning Services 
The Rev. Barbara A.T. Wilson, Presiding 

Sunday, March 5, 2023 Readers: 8:00 AM    

First Lesson  Vince McMahon 
Psalm  Vince McMahon 
Second Lesson  Kurt McMahon 
Intercessor Kurt McMahon 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Learning Opportunities 
Between	the	8	AM	and	10:30	AM	services	in	March,	Mother	Barbara	will	lead	a	
discussion	studying	another	of	book	of	author	Amy	Jill	Levine,	Entering	the	Passion	
Jesus.	You	can	find	it	in	paperback	on	Amazon,	and	you	can	borrow	it	on	Hoopla,	
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/13069655,	both	in	ebook	and	audio	form.		
	
The	Living	Compass	booklet	Living	Well	Through	Lent	2023	is	available	in	the	
Sanctuary	and	in	the	Parish	Hall. 
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Grace Place 
Grace Place Campus Ministries will continue to meet on Wednesdays at 6:00 PM 
for a service and meal. There will be no meeting on March 15 during spring 
break. 
 
Save the Spruce 
The very unique Spire Spruce outside of Door 8 to the west of the breezeway is 
having trouble with mites. Davey Tree has proposed treating the tree for $225 
per year to save it. Could we ask for donations especially for the tree? If you send 
a check, just write “spruce” in the memo line. Thank you. 
 
A Retreat with Bishop Paula 
There will be a retreat with Bishop Paula on April 13th during Holy Week in Rock 
Island, Illinois that all are invited to. Lunch is included. Jennie Cummings has 
offered to drive – please contact her if you’d like to attend. 
 
For more information about St. Paul’s 
Go to our website, www.stpaulsdekalb.org - to hear the Sermons, 
Announcements, Schedules, Mars Hill Newsletter, etc. The Church of St. Paul is 
on Facebook! Like our page and sign up to follow us to get the latest updates on 
what’s going on! 
 
St. Paul's is an affirming and inclusive Christian community! 
Through worship, love and service we welcome everyone just as God created 
you. No matter where you are on your journey of faith, and whether you are 
single, married, divorced, separated, or partnered, our welcome knows no 
boundaries of age, race, ethnicity, culture, gender expression, sexual orientation, 
economic condition, physical or mental ability. We believe that God delights in 
the diversity of creation and so do we!   
 
 
Citations:  
Permission for music, text and other liturgy. All rights reserved. Reprinted under  OneLicense.net A-
718893. Christian Copyright License International (CCLI) Copyright and Streaming Licenses # 
20398236, Rite Song Series, St. James Music Press #3803. 
 
Cover Photo: Nicodemus, Henry Ossawa Tanner, painting, https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu 
  
Prayers of the People: Darvan 
 
Household Prayers. Long, K. B. (2013). Feasting on the Word: Liturgies for Year A. Westminister John 
Knox Press: Louisville, Kentucky. 
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Welcome to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
DeKalb, Illinois, Diocese of Chicago 

Member of the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion 
 
 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
900 Normal Road, DeKalb, Illinois 60115 

Parish Office:  815-756-4888 
Email: stpaulsdekalb@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.stpaulsdekalb.org 
 
 

The Reverend Barbara A. T. Wilson, Rector 
Email: mthrbarbara@gmail.com 

Susan King, Administrative Assistant 
Hannah Buckle, Director of Music 

Kathleen Johnson, Organist 
Rick Johns, Treasurer 

Jocelyn Prall, Sacristan 
 

Our Wardens and Vestry 
Jennie Cummings, Senior Warden, Freyja Rasmussen-Johns, Junior Warden 

Steve De Golier, Pat Brown 
Lori Judkins, Marilyn Cleland, Michael Wise 
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Household Prayer: Morning  
 

Loving God,  
you have given me the gift of this new day,  

and you send me out to live it fully and well.  
Help me to be attentive to your direction and leading.  

If you should call me to go in some direction,  
give me courage to try this new thing.  

If you present me with a mysterious truth or grace,  
help me to understand, or to seek understanding,  

with a sense of wonder and faith.   
Whatever this day may hold,  
I trust that you will keep me  

in all my comings and goings.  
In your Son’s name, I pray. Amen.  

 
 

Household Prayer: Evening 
 

Gracious God,  
as the evening comes and the light fades,  

I look for you even in the shadows.  
Your love and protection stay with me  

through the night hours,  
and I rest in your promises.  
For the day as it has been,  

I give you thanks.  
For the gift of rest,  

I offer a hymn of praise.  
You love me and the whole world so greatly  

that you offer us salvation.  
After a night of rest,  

bring me into the light of a new day.  
In gratitude, I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 
 


